Metabolic and hormonal responses to neuroleptanalgesia (etorphine and acepromazine) in the horse.
Administration of etorphine and acepromazine to horses was associated with an increase in haematocrit, blood glucose, blood lactate and plasma non-esterified fatty acids (NEFA). The rise in plasma NEFA was most striking following injection of the antagonist diprenorphine and could contribute to the production of cardiac arrhythmias. Plasma insulin was depressed at the end of surgery. These changes, plus profuse sweating, are indirect evidence of strong sympathetic stimulation. Plasma cortisol did not alter significantly due to wide individual variation. Venous blood pH fell, reflecting the rise in lactate and venous carbon dioxide tension.